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Brant5?, as she has been called, then in her twenty-first
year. Her brilliant talent and musical genius at once
captivated the poet, and they were betrothed; but they
never married. It may have been that they were not
really suited to each other: Katti was passionately
self-assertive, and prone to jealousy ; and Grillparzer
had little patience with contradiction. In 1823 the
marriage was actually arranged, the furniture bought
for their home, when a new quarrel scattered their
plans to the winds. And so the relationship went on,
oscillating between quarrels and reconciliation—a
state of things not adapted to restore Grillparzer's
troubled mind in these years to peace and equanimity ;
and in 1830 the final breach would seem to have taken
place. Yet Grillparzer remained faithful to his Katti
all his life, and in his old age he found a home under
the roof of herself and her two sisters. Katti, who
did not die till 1879, was ^is sole heir. The entire
truth about the relationship between them we shall
probably never know, although a little more light—
disappointingly little—has been thrown on their
intercourse by papers and letters, the seal of which has
just been removed in accordance with the poet's will.
But there is no doubt that Grillparzer's own unhappy
temperament was responsible for most of the misery
in his relations to his fiancee.
Unsympathetic to us as Grillpatzer's life in many
ways is, it was in great measure the abnormality of his
nature that made it possible for him to fulfil his poetic
mission ; the very lack of those qualities which would
have endeared him to the biographer, has made him in
so peculiar a degree one of the chief dramatic voices
of the century. Again, the comparison with Schiller
forces itself upon us, Schiller, fighting with the
superhuman courage of the early heroes, conquered
for himself a foremost place in European letters at the
beginning of last century, and created a drama which,
like his own life, is one long paean in honour of
the heroic deed, the deed of " self-deliverance".

